2l8      LONDON LIFE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
idea of education for the children of working people except as a prelim-
inary to some form of apprenticeship hardly existed till the end of the
century.
The charity-school movement in London belongs almost entirely to
the eighteenth century, dating from about 1696 or 1698, and being
superseded at the end of the century by the Lancastrian Schools, and
(a little later) by the National Schools on the methods of Lancaster and
Bell. The schools were intended only for the children of the actually
poor, not for those of the artisan who could afford to pay the few pence
a week19 demanded by the many private-venture schools of the lowest
grade. At the end of the century it was estimated that about 6,000
children in London went to charity or parish schools, and Lancaster
estimates that 25,000 children of artisans went to low-grade schools at
a cost of about £i a year to their parents.20
As the charity schools were an outcome of the movement for re-
ligious societies of the reigns of William HI and Anne, some falling off
might be expected afterwards, but though the period of rapid expansion,
when schools were set up in most parishes, came to an end about 1714,
new schools continued to be founded throughout the century. TTieir
stability indeed was remarkable, as in many cases they depended on
annual subscriptions and the enduring interest of trustees and visitors.
There was a close connexion between charity schools and parish work-
houses; both the schools and the workhouses were encouraged by the
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. The Accounts of both
institutions, published by the Society, suggest that the impulse to work-
houses was in part due to some disillusionment with the results of day
schools in which domestic or industrial work was not possible. Indeed,
charity schools where the children were boarded and *set on work*
were classed as workhouses.21 The children from workhouses some-
times attended the local charity school, and at least one charity school
was situated in the workhouse.22
The object of the schools from the beginning was to preserve child-
ren from vagrancy and to fit them for some sort of regular work.
'Divers ministers or other sober parishioners observed abundance of
children in their parishes, destitute and neglected in their education
either by reason of the poverty of some parents or the carelessness of
. others.' The system in general is defended as preparing children for

